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MEDICAL CANNABIS 
Statement 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: Over the winter recess, I had, as usual, the pleasure 
of attending to my patients in the clinic. There are times when I wish I were not. One of those times was when 
a new patient came to me recently. Of course, I cannot give names or details. I asked her what she wanted. She wanted 
some cannabidiol oil. No problem. I asked her why, and she told me about her post-traumatic stress disorder. She 
told me about the domestic violence she has experienced. This is someone who has been beaten and sexually abused 
and is unable to function because her brain is unable to comprehend how, in this society, she can continue living, 
experiencing what she has experienced. She is not a glorious person who has come back from Afghanistan, a hero 
in war, but an ordinary woman who has been treated abysmally. 
Fine—I am happy to prescribe this. It is very useful. I asked her if she has ever used cannabis before, and she said 
that she has but that she cannot afford the medical oil. I asked her why she was here now, and she said that her father 
had been actually growing cannabis for her in their backyard. Without ascribing any mal-intent, just the law being 
applied, the police paid a visit. Bear in mind that she is being cared for by her father, who is providing cannabis 
to treat some major mental health problems. She found the police at the door, and she was automatically now 
a criminal. She has post-traumatic stress disorder, and she was handcuffed, arrested, put in the back of a police van 
and transported to a lockup. That is bad enough, but then she was put in a cell, stripped naked and charged. I ask 
members to consider that, in the presence of mental health, the current laws that we have permitted have allowed 
someone to suffer even worse mental health outcomes. We have allowed this. 
I sit there, looking at this unfortunate lady who is about to get a script of cannabis from me, and in my situation I find 
myself utterly ineffective in managing her and treating someone who has not only suffered at the hands of others, 
but also been abused by those who are supposed to uphold the law. Indeed, they have upheld the law—the law that 
we have permitted. Members, are we happy with that state of affairs? 
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